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Powderpuff Fundraiser a Charitable Succcess

experience of a varsity football game. 
Above all, these games served as a way 
to come together and remember loved 
ones while having fun participating in, 
coaching, cheerleading and spectating the 
event.
 “Some girls might be a little scared to 
join sports and I think Powderpuff helps 
with that,” said Cabral. “It’s open to all 
grades, which gives others the 
courage and desire to want to play with 
their friends.”
 A total of 8 teams, each consisting 
of 12 girls with 1 or more Team Manag-
ers, were present at the event. Over 100 
students participated in the games. Every 
team member signed up and purchased 
their jersey for $30.00, which included a 
$10.00 donation to charity.  Every team 
played at least two games on divided 
fields set up on the turf field at Sage Park. 
Each game ran two 15-minute halves with 
running time. 
 After the completion of the consola-

Cancellation Cup Competition Storms BHS
By Samantha Goode
Redcoat Review Writer  
  

 Are you ready for a storm? This winter, 
inclement weather brings us together for a 
district-wide competition known as the 
Cancellation Cup, where Berlin Public Schools 
students and staff can earn points by correctly 
predicting the upcoming winter weather events. 
Each year, the top scoring student and staff 
member are recognized with their names being 
added to a trophy.
 Participants choose between five options: a 
cancellation, a two-hour delay, an early dismissal, 
no after school activities or a regular day. 
Following a precise calculation of the scores, 
which takes into account the accuracy of the 
answer, the difficulty of the event, and the speed of 
the answer, a leaderboard is shared with those who 
voted. At the end of the season, the two winners 
will have their names on the official Cancellation 
Cup.

     Science teacher Mr. Leonard introduced the 
school-wide contest last winter, yet popular 
demand has made this year’s contest far more 
complex. Mr. Leonard then recruited fellow 
teachers Mr. Recore and Mr. Forman to facilitate 
a more complicated competition. Chances are, 
students and staff have seen the Game of Thrones-
themed posters in the halls advertising the 
competition to encourage and maximize turnout. 
      The month of December saw two snow days 
and three delayed openings. After these 
cancellations, the student in the lead is Sydell 
Holland from Griswold Elementary School. The 
staff member in the lead is Mrs. Hamad from 
Berlin High School. The staff and overall district 
leader, Mrs. Hamad says, “This competition is a 
great, fun thing for everyone to be involved in and 
build a community.” 
       Updates and important information can be 
found on the official Instagram and Twitter page 
with the handle @CancellationCup. Happy voting!

By Nick Spinali
Redcoat Review Writer

 On November 25, Berlin High 
School hosted the 2019 Powderpuff 
football event at Sage Park for the first 
time since 2016. The festivities were held 
in memory of Tyler Cop and Nick Zuk, 
as well as to support the Tyler Cop 
Foundation, Nick Zuk Foundation, 
Berlin Helping Berlin, and the Special 
Olympics in Honor of Leo Ray Banks, 
who would have graduated from BHS 
this spring. Between gate and jersey sales, 
the event raised $3,188 for the four 
charities - a total of close to $800 per 
charity.
 “When organizing Powderpuff, the 
intent was to get everyone involved and 
make lasting memories while giving back 
to the community,” said Lea Cabral, a 
BHS senior and one of the team’s players. 
Cabral initiated bringing the event back 
to BHS, working alongside Physical 
Education teacher Mr. Arnold. 
 “I chose four charities that are near 
to Berlin’s heart: T Cop, Zuk, Berlin 
Helping Berlin and Special Olympics 
of Hartford,” Cabral said. “The reason 
Special Olympics of Hartford was chosen 
was because Leo Banks was supposed to 
graduate with my class this year and I 
wanted to donate to a charity that meant 
something to him in his honor. The 
money will support all the families who 
lost their loved ones and help others.” 
 The Powderpuff program provided 
a unique opportunity for female student 
athletes to create teams and play flag 
football together while simultaneously 
raising money for local organizations. 
The ultimate goal was to create the 
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The Freshman Red team prevailed to win the 
championship trophy in the 2019 Powderpuff 
Girls Football Game at Sage Park. 
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Four charities, including one honoring Nick 
Zuk, shared proceeds from the event.
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Who will get their name 
added to the Cancellation 
Cup?

tion rounds, the Freshman Red and 
Sophomore Green teams met in the 
Championship Round to determine 
the 2019 Powderpuff champion. Unlike 
the previous games, the Championship 
game was played on the full football 
field with two 20-minute halves. After a 
long battle that came down to the wire, 
the Freshman Red team left the event 
that night having been crowned 
Powderpuff Champions.
 Cabral went on to state that the 
lasting impact of the Powderpuff 
festivities on the Berlin community 
cannot be unnoticed. “For seniors, 
it’s their last time going out there all 
together to have fun as a class and make 
memories, [but] I feel as though 
Powderpuff [can even] affect non-
players,” she said. “Powderpuff [unites] 
the high school because other students 
will want to come watch their friends in 
a competitive but fun environment.”   
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Model UN 
Attends CT 
Conference 

Upbeat Trees 
a Holiday Hit

By Jack Carroll
Redcoat Review Writer
 
 In December, BHS students involved 
with the Model United Nations club 
attended the annual CTWAC Conference 
held at the University of Hartford. This 
year over 1,100 delegates all throughout 
the state registered for the conference and 
worked together in committees to develop 
innovative solutions to global issues. 
 The conference, which is hosted by 
the Connecticut World Affairs Council, 
is “one of the country’s most established, 
continuous Model United Nations 
programs for high school students.” Since 
the organization’s first MUN conference in 
1952, which was located at Hartford High 
School with a group of 130 students, the 
program now includes more than 950 high 
school students from over 30 schools in 
the state of Connecticut. 
 At this year’s conference, BHS 
students worked collaboratively to write 
and pass resolutions on a wide range of 
modern crises and topics of global debate: 
disarmament and international security, 
trade facilitation, (social) humanitarian 
and cultural issues, environmental policy, 
industrial development, human 
trafficking, nuclear energy and many 
more. 
 Over the course of two days, BHS 
delegates utilized parliamentary procedure 
- a formal mode of discussion in debate 

- to effectively present and defend their 
policy ideas in front of large and diverse 
groups of critical thinkers, rigorous 
debaters and future world leaders. 
 Social studies teacher and advisor 
of the high school’s chapter of Model 
UN, Jeff Cronk, provided the following 
statements about the club’s performance 
at the conference: “This is our 4th year 
attending the UHART Conference, and I 
believe our club has grown and evolved 
as a result. 
      “It is very rewarding to see the same 
students attend over the last few years 
and watch them develop their skills while 
at the same time welcoming new students 
to the club and observe them learning for 
the first time,” Cronk said. “I am hoping 
we can schedule another few conferences 
before the end of the year and expand 
our membership.”
 For more information on this year’s 
conference, check out this article 
published by The Hartford Guardian. To 
read about the 2018 CTWAC Model UN 
conference click here to view an article 
written by the Hartford Courant. 
 Jack Carroll is a senior and helped 
moderate debate as an Officer at the 2019 
CTWAC Model UN Conference.

turnout with most attendees being quite 
politically active. 
       Iowa only accounts for roughly 1 
percent of delegates at the Democratic 
National Convention, which will be held 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin this July. Fur-
thermore, the state’s demographics fail 
to reflect those of the national Demo-
cratic Party.  Whereas the Democrats’ 
base has become increasingly non-white, 
educated, and younger, Iowa remains 
overwhelmingly white, with industrial 
workers and older voters dominating the 
caucus. 
     But what makes it important? Many 
pundits believe the caucus results are re-
flective of a candidate’s overall strengths 
and weaknesses. This potential for 
momentum prompts many candidates 
to campaign extensively in Iowa, often 
spending months - if not years - attempt-
ing to develop a strong level of support 
in the state. For instance, during the 
2008 campaign, then-Senator Barack 
Obama depended heavily on Iowa to 
boost his campaign. He subsequently 
won the Democratic nomination and the 
presidency. 
       In recent weeks, Indiana Mayor 
Pete Buttigieg has evolved into the ap-

By Justin Lamoureux
Redcoat Review Writer

     Washington may be sidetracked by the 
impending impeachment trial, but ev-
erywhere else, people are enthralled by a 
different political contest: the Democratic 
primary is right around the corner. 
      The official contest will kick off Feb-
ruary 3 with the Iowa Caucus. A caucus 
works slightly differently 
than a primary.  Instead 
of going to a polling place 
and casting a private 
ballot, voters congregate 
at specific “precinct” 
locations across the state 
(which may encompass 
several different towns) 
and group together to 
collectively announce their vote. 
      Any candidate with less than 15% of 
the vote at a given precinct is not con-
sidered viable, and their supporters must 
select another candidate. Voters try to 
persuade each other to back their candi-
date; this process repeats until only viable 
candidates are left. Because this aspect 
of the process can be especially time-
consuming, caucuses generally have a low 

parent favorite in Iowa. A recent Civiqs 
poll gave Buttigieg 26 percent support; 
a seven-point lead over his nearest rival, 
Massachusetts Senator Elizabeth Warren. 
Former Vice President Joe Biden - who is 
considered the national favorite - places in 
fourth, with only 12 percent support. 
       At 37, Buttigieg is by far the youngest 
candidate in the Democratic field - which 
currently includes 15 people - and under-
scores his millennial roots with the hopes 
of gaining appeal with younger constitu-
ents. He also makes history as the first 
openly gay candidate for president, and 
his husband, Chasten, can often be seen 
accompanying him on the campaign trail. 
       Of course, winning in Iowa doesn’t 
make victory on the national stage a given. 
This is especially true with the Repub-
licans. In 2016, Texas Senator Ted Cruz 
narrowly bested Trump in the first-in-the-
nation contest, but his candidacy quickly 
lost steam when he advanced to larger 
contests. However, it is still meaningful 
to be the first candidate to legitimately 
declare victory. 
      The jury is still out regarding which 
Democrat will prevail in the Hawkeye 
State, but one thing is certain: if Buttigieg 
comes out on top, he will be hard to stop. 

Political Trendsetters: How the Iowa Caucus Works
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The Model UN club attended a state 
conference at the University of Hartford.

By Lyla Bennett
Redcoat Review Writer

      Each December, Upbeat partners with 
the Kiwanis Club, a local non-profit 
organization, to sell Christmas trees. This 
is one of Upbeat’s largest annual 
fundraisers, so every house - and almost 
every member - participated in some 
capacity. 
       This reporter worked a shift on the 
afternoon of Wednesday, December 11th. 
Rescue House, which was responsible for 
operations that day, sold 15 trees and 
enjoyed the satisfaction of giving back 
to the community. This season, Upbeat 
raised over $6,000 and sold a total of 390 
trees.
        The Redcoat Review recently 
interviewed Mr. Rudy, the man behind 
the magic of Upbeat. We asked him a few 
questions regarding the Christmas tree 
sales, and to describe Upbeat’s 
involvement. 
     Q: When did Upbeat start selling 
Christmas trees?
     A: We had helped the Kiwanis Club of 
Berlin for about 20 years, until they passed 
the whole process along to Upbeat 2 years 
ago. 
     Q: What’s your favorite thing about the 
Christmas tree sales?
     A: My favorite thing about Christmas 
tree sales is to be able to provide the town 
of Berlin a great tree to help celebrate their 
holidays. People are always so appreciative 
of the trees, the price and the help the 
students provide.
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By Sam Turgeon
Redcoat Review Writer

 In the A-gym at BHS, there are a 
number of banners hanging from the 
walls. These banners represent Berlin 
High sports teams that have won their 
respective competitions. Sports like 
football, basketball and soccer all may 
have banners draped from the walls of 
the gym. In addition to these banners, 
there is one that uniquely stands out. 
It’s navy blue with white lettering and a 
logo composed of different shapes in the 
center. 
 Without peeking at the banner, could 
you recall what banner this is? What 
competition was won? What team does 
this represent? The blue banner 
represents a competition won by BHS’s 
FIRST Robotics team. FIRST stands for 
For Inspiration and Recognition of 
Science and Technology and is an 
incredibly popular robotics competition 
that attracts teams all across the globe. 
Teams get roughly six weeks to build a 
robot and are then plunged into six weeks 
of competition. 
 Competition differs from year to 
year with changing themes and 
challenges. The theme for this season is 
Star Wars. This year’s game involves the 
robots shooting balls into three sepa-
rate goals during both autonomous and 
driver-controlled phases. Berlin High’s 
team is number 115, and they are 
Connecticut’s first team. Although they 
aren’t exact, team numbers are often 

representative of when the team was 
formed. The numbers of newer teams 
can climb into the thousands.
 Although BHS’s team has been 
around for a number of years, this year 
is the first year that they will be located 
in BHS. Previously, the team has been 
located at McGee Middle School as well 
as in Pistol Creek. The team is now able 
to move into BHS due to the support 
of two new team co-advisors, Mr. Rudy 
and Mrs. deRito. In addition, the team 
has many mentors who work alongside 
students to help coach and guide them. 
The two lead mentors are Mr. Letendre 
and Mr. Cyr. The mentors are highly 
qualified to help with students; many of 
whom have backgrounds in robotics-
related industries, such as programming 
and machinery. 
 In order to join, a student simply has 
to show up to a meeting. There is little 

Berlin’s FIRST Robotics Relocates to BHS
required commitment when joining the 
team, and students may be as involved as 
they wish. Students can attend a maximum 
of four meetings per week in order to assist 
in building the robot. Apart from build-
ing the robot, there are also a number of 
other jobs that students can take up. These 
include fundraising, coding, web 
design, computer engineering, social 
media and photography.
 Fundraising for the team is 
incredibly important this year. The team is 
self-funded by independent donations and 
students as opposed to receiving 
funding from the school. Future 
fundraising events may also be held at 
local restaurants and businesses through-
out the season.
 The environment is very open and 
friendly. Many different people have 
expressed that “it’s not about the robot.” 
Both students and mentors emphasized 
that although the competition is 
important, the companionship of the 
team comes first. Many students seemed 
thrilled at the idea of working on a team, 
and Letendre confirmed this when clarify-
ing the benefits of being on the team. He 
stated that the largest benefits that students 
receive from robotics lie in the skills that 
they learn, including things from working 
with peers and deadlines, to things such as 
wiring and building. 
 Letendre also emphasized the “posi-
tive, safe, and non-threatening environ-
ment,” stating that if you’re interested, 
FIRST is a great way to find yourself 
among other like-minded students. 
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Sandwiched between two track team 
championships is Berlin’s FIRST 
Robotics championship banner displayed in 
the gymnasium.

NHS Honors 
Senior Scholars

By Jack Carroll
Redcoat Review Writer

 A group of seniors were inducted 
into the BHS chapter of the National 
Honor Society in a ceremony held at the 
high school in November. 
 In order to receive this honor, this 
year’s fall inductees worked hard to 
maintain a cumulative weighted grade-
point average of 93.0 or above. The 
distinguished students were also 
recognized for their demonstrated 
leadership in their extracurriculars and 
in the local community. 
 President Jenna Smalley, Vice 
President Audrey Feldman, Treasurer 
Adam Kajzer and Secretary Abbie 
Rochette spoke upon the inductees’ 
demonstration of the four pillars of the 
National Honor Society: Service, 
Character, Scholarship, and Leadership. 
 “Volunteering helps students engage 
with the community and create 
memorable relationships,” Smalley said. 
“Everyone being inducted into this 
chapter of the National Honor Society 
today has demonstrated service in their 
lives so far. Your dedication and passion 
for helping others is inspiring.” 
 Feldman emphasized the importance 
of character: “Character is speaking up 

when someone drops a twenty dollar bill. 
Character is doing the dishes when your 
parents are stuck late at work. Character 
is standing up for someone in the 
whirlwinds of gossip. Character is 
stopping to help someone, even if you’re 
late to an exam. Though these small acts 
rarely merit recognition, they have the 
potential to change the world.” 
 Kajzer highlighted the inductees’ 
display of scholarship.
 “Scholarship is a trait that has been 
demonstrated by these inductees way 
before high school, and it will continue 

to grow with them after they pass through 
these doors for the last time. All of those 
late nights, those cramped hands, those 
overstuffed folders and notebooks did not 
go unnoticed.” 
 Rochette concluded with leadership: 
“A true leader is a person who acts as a 
role model no matter the surroundings. A 
person who can give people the meaning 
and motivation to persevere...Whether you 
have acted as leaders in an academic, 
athletic, professional, or community 
setting, you are all leaders in some way, 
shape, or form.”

Photo Courtesy of Berlin High School
This year’s senior fall inductees are Jordan Barber, Kelly Brett, Julia Cocozza, Alexis Dascher, 
Evan Greenwald, Mahad Khan, Joshua Malcarne, Muzayna Pulatova, Greg Wadinger, Hunter 
Wicklund, Marcel Wolanin and Alexander Yeung. 
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Crossing the Finish Line: BHS Teachers 
Inspire Others to Reach Their Goals

By Monica Padykula
Special to the Redcoat Review

 We all have goals: for instance, 
wanting to pass an exam or securing a 
job. But whether or not we accomplish 
our goals is another question. We want to 
do so many things,  but we often struggle 
to plan out how to actually achieve it. 
 Take, for instance, running a half 
marathon. Wouldn’t you like to cross the 
finish line? Wouldn’t it feel great to do 
something that people may think about 
doing but often don’t see through to the 
end? Mrs. Amenta and Mrs. Bosso saw 
their vision through to the end; on 
October 12th, they both crossed that 
line in Hartford during the Eversource 
Hartford Marathon & Half Marathon. 
This is Connecticut’s largest marathon. 
Their tips and tricks regarding crossing 
that finish line can be applied to any goal. 
But don’t worry - you do not have to be a 
runner to practice these steps.   
 The first step to achieving a goal 
is preparing for that goal. Do not rush 
the process. You cannot do something 
successfully without thinking ahead. For 
instance, Mrs. Bosso dedicated 6 months 
for intermittent types of training, which 
means she would do short runs followed 
by longer runs up to 9 miles. She even 
pushed herself at times to do 10 or 11 
miles. 
 Mrs. Amenta had a similar way of 
training. She noted, “I was running 25 
miles a week, 5 days a week, with a long 
run on Sunday morning. Each week I 
gained a mile. 6 miles [eventually] built 
up to 11 miles.”
 Besides physically pushing their 
bodies, Mrs. Bosso added that she 
“downloaded the race information and 
studied the course, knowing where there 
would be hills and water stations. At one 
point, a few weeks before the race, [she] 
drove the course to get a sense of it in 
reality.” 
 The second step to achieving a goal is 
actually sticking to your plan. There will 
be moments where you want to stop. You 
will think the goal is useless, but those 
are the times you have to push yourself 
harder. 
 During Mrs. Amenta’s and Mrs. 
Bosso’s training period, they both agreed 
that they experienced setbacks. One of 
Mrs. Amenta’s obstacles was trying to 
find time to do something entirely for 
herself. She noted that being a mother of 
two young girls, she had struggled with 
balancing her time. Once the school year 
started, she also mentioned the lack of 
daylight got in the way. 
 As for Mrs. Bosso, she explained that 
“there were days when the weather was a 
challenge, especially in the late summer 
with some very humid days, as well as a 
few rainy days in the weeks leading up to 
the race. 
 “As a precaution to overuse injuries, 

I was sure to ice and stretch on a regular 
basis,” Bosso said.
 During your training period, life 
does not stop. There will be distractions 
thrown at you, but don’t you dare use 
them as an excuse to stop. If you find 
your plan is not realistic, change the plan 
and not the goal. One day you will look 
back at it and be proud that you did not 
give up. Keep going, even if it means 
making changes. 
 The third and last step to achieving 
your goal is surrounding yourself with 
individuals who will support you. Build 
a support system that you can count on. 
You are human. You cannot do 
everything alone. As independent as you 
may seem, sometimes a little push can 
steer you towards greater things. Mrs. 
Bosso was actually able to motivate Mrs. 
Amenta. It was not until late August 
when Mrs. Amenta committed to 
training. 
 “Mrs. Bosso and I were talking over 
the summer and she mentioned wanting 
to do a 10k, and that what’s prompted 
me to run on my own and then 
realizing if I could do that, I could do a 
half marathon,” Amenta said.
 If Mrs. Bosso hadn’t believed in Mrs. 
Amenta, she may have never pushed 
herself to do the half marathon. During 
the training period, Mrs. Amenta and 
Mrs. Bosso both surrounded themselves 
with people who supported their cause. 
Despite your goal being about you, you 
are allowed to lean on others for support 
when necessary.
 If you want something, go and get it. 
No one else will do it for you. The only 
limitations are those that you create in 
your mind. You are your own worst 
enemy, but turn it into an ally instead. 
Allow yourself to believe you have the 
potential to accomplish anything. 
 Mrs. Amenta and Mrs. Bosso are 

both individuals who defeated their 
distractions and followed through with 
their plan to run the Eversource 
Hartford Half Marathon. As they crossed 
the finish line, both Mrs. Amenta and 
Mrs. Bosso agreed that the feeling they 
experienced was rewarding. Mrs. Amenta 
noted that it was also “emotional because 
it was such an accomplishment with other 
layers.” 
 All the work that you put into your 
goal will be worth it in the end.  They 
made a promise to themselves to cross the 
finish line. There is nothing you can not 
do. Stop waiting for the perfect 
moment. Imagine those goals, plan those 
goals and achieve those goals.  

Photo Courtesy of Mrs. Bosso

Berlin High teachers, Mrs. Bosso and Mrs. 
Amenta achieved their goal by running in the 
Hartford Marathon & Half Marathon race.

Join the Redcoat Review Staff

     The Redcoat Review is looking for new 
members. Our welcoming staff includes 
a variety of writers, photographers and 
graphic designers in all grade levels. 
Students have flexibility to contribute 
regularly or simply submit a special one-
time report. 
     The Redcoat Review typically meets 
on Mondays in the Virtual Reality room 
located in the upper level of the Library 
or at the computer classroom area of the 
main level of the Library. Snacks are 
provided. We also work virtually 
through Schoology. 
 In this issue, the following students 
contributed: Seniors Jack Carroll, Jake 
Holmes and Justin Lamoureux, Juniors 
Samantha Goode, Sam Turgeon, Nick 
Spinali, Mason DiMauro, Matt Tierney, 
Tim Lewis and Tyler Rice and 

sophomore Lyla Bennett. This issue also 
featured a special one-time feature story 
from senior Monica Padykula.
 If you are interested in joining or 
would like more information on being 
a member of the Redcoat Review, please 
contact Mrs. Rice or Mrs. Glass. The 
co-advisors as well as the upperclassmen 
in the group are available and willing to 
help new students with every aspect of the 
process. This includes, but is not limited 
to, help with generating story ideas, 
interviewing people, drafting the story, 
editing the story and revising the story. 
 Being a member of the school 
newspaper looks great on a resume or 
a brag sheet, and teaches and reinforces 
valuable lifelong skills that apply to any 
profession. We hope to see you at our 
Monday, Feb. 3 meeting!



Redcoat Review  •  Page 5

Future Bright for Berlin Football 
Despite Rollercoaster of a Season
By Jake Holmes
Redcoat Review Writer

 This fall, a season fraught with 
adversity led to some accomplishments 
for the Redcoat Football team. After 
losing All-State linebacker/half back 
Zach Hrubiec, starting cornerback Tony 
Undercuffler, and starting running back/
cornerback Adam Liberda to injury, 
many wondered if the team would even 
reach a record of 5-5. However, with 
a blue-collar mentality, the Redcoats 
battled to an 8-3 season and made the 
Class L playoffs as a No.6 seed. Here are 
some memorable moments from the 
2019 season. 

Berlin vs. Tolland: September 12, 2019
        The Redcoats were experiencing a 
nightmare scenario during Week 1 of 
the 2019 season: Hrubiec being carried 
off the field, Undercuffler clutching his 
shoulder in pain, and Tolland (who has 
never defeated Berlin) inching closer and 
closer to victory. Going into halftime, 
the Redcoats were in a dog fight with 
the score being 7-0 Redcoats. Looking 
around the locker room, coaches and 
players were wondering who would 
answer the call to put this game away. 
For the first time in several years, a sense 
of doubt filled the room. Daniel Lynch 
(Sr), Jon D’Amore (So), and Liberda (Sr) 
responded in the second half. Lynch 
was the defensive anchor with the game 
ending sack on Tolland’s Aidan Clark. 
D’Amore stepped in for Hrubiec in the 
second quarter, recording a total of 13 
tackles. Liberda, with crucial plays on 
defense, and a 22-yard TD run in the 4th 
quarter, helped lead Berlin to victory. An 
emotional night for the Redcoats ended 
in victory, and as Lynch, a captain, put it, 
“I think what makes good teams is teams 
who deal with adversity.”
MVP of the Game - Lynch: 10 total tack-
les, 2 TFLs, Game Ending Sack
Final Score: Berlin 14, Tolland 8

Berlin vs. Northwest Catholic: 
October 4, 2019

 Coming off a loss to the Killingly 
Redhawks in Week 3, Berlin had an early 
season must-win game. A loss to the 
Northwest Catholic Lions would have 
put the Redcoats at 2-2 on the year, likely 
resulting in an early elimination from 
playoff contention. Berlin answered in 
dominant fashion, controlling the game 
with a commanding lead. Junior Justin 
Skates looked magnificent, throwing for 
153 yards and scoring two touchdowns; 
his confidence obviously growing as 
quarterback. Yet, the standout star from 
this game was junior Elijah Crowley, who 
busted out a huge run for a touchdown 
to start the second half. On the defensive 
side of the ball, Lynch, Josh Wood and 
Jake Holmes all had big days. Lynch 
totaled 7 tackles with two TFLs, Wood 

had 9 total tackles with 3 TFLs, and 
Holmes had 7 total tackles with 3 sacks. 
MVP of The Game - Joe Caracoglia: 3 
Rec for 30 Yards, 1 TD, 6 Total Tackles, 3 
Int, 3 Pass Deflections
Final Score: Berlin 26, Northwest Catho-
lic 16

Berlin vs. Plainville: October 25, 2019
 Year after year it is expected that 
Berlin will beat Plainville by a large 
margin. Yet the Redcoats, plagued by 
injury, did not have their usual fire power. 
The Blue Devils, on the other hand, had 
their best team in the school’s history, 
allowing them to earn their first ever 
playoff appearance. This game proved to 
be an absolute rollercoaster with Berlin 
hanging on to a one point lead for the 
first three quarters but never being able 
to completely put the Blue Devils away. 
After a fourth quarter score and an inter-
ception returned for an additional score, 
Plainville tied the contest at 13. Berlin 
needed a score to keep playoff hopes 
alive, and they put together a picture 
perfect drive. Senior Mark Addamo made 
a play that put the Redcoats in the red 
zone. From there, it was all junior Johnny 
McGeever, who scored the game winning 
touchdown to put the Redcoats over the 
Blue Devils.
Game MVP - McGeever: 25 Yards on 10 
Rushes, 2 TDs, 1 Blocked Field Goal
Final Score: Berlin 20, Plainville 13   

Berlin vs. New Britain: 
November 22, 2019

 Sitting at 7-2, Berlin needed a win 
to secure a spot in the Class L Playoffs. A 
loss would put them up in the air relying 
on other games on Thanksgiving to 
determine their future. However, a win 
would get rid of all the doubt and give 
Berlin it’s fourth straight playoff 
appearance. Backs against the wall, how 

would the Redcoats answer? After a 
season full of injuries, it was ironic that 
Berlin’s season came down to the final 
game against long-time rival, New 
Britain. Five years ago, Berlin was stripped 
of all of its wins due to a recruiting 
violation involving athletes from New 
Britain, yet they still pulled off a miracle 
win against the Golden Hurricanes. The 
following year, the Redcoats beat the 
Hurricanes in overtime to clinch a play-
off spot. However, the past two years saw 
lopsided victories for the Hurricanes and 
post-game tension just last year. No one 
really knew what to expect from this year’s 
contest. Berlin was coming off of their sec-
ond loss of the season to the Bloomfield 
Warhawks, and New Britain had a record 
of 3-6 going into the game. Skates left no 
doubt, playing his best game of the year. 
Berlin knew going into the game that the 
Hurricanes blitzed a minimum of six play-
ers every play, meaning Skates would need 
to execute perfectly. He did so, throwing 
for 4 touchdowns and scoring 20 points in 
the second quarter alone. Skates connect-
ed with Lynch twice, Addamo and Jamie 
Palmese for Berlin’s touchdowns. This 
game was very special; the resilient season 
from the Redcoats paid off, allowing them 
to clinch a spot in the Class L playoffs. 
MVP of the Game - Skates: 10 for 21, 262 
Yards, 4 TDs, Quarterback rating of 133.3
Final Score: Berlin 26, New Britain 6 

 The future is bright for the 
Redcoats. Returning studs McGeever, 
Crowley, Skates, Nick Jutras, Caracoglia, 
Jon D’Amore and Palmese will carry the 
workload for the Redcoats next season. 
Coaches like Max Delorenzo (offensive 
coordinator), Mike Arewisomicz (line-
backers coach) and Craig Bowman (wide 
receivers coach) are proof that the pro-
gram will be in good hands for a long 
time. Good luck to the Berlin Redcoats!
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The Redcoats battled to an 8-3 record this season thanks in part to the leadership from seniors 
Mike Rivera (71), Jake Holmes (77), Nate Orde (20) and Paul D’Amore (73).


